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co-operate, but from the nature of the case such instances must in
the earlier times have been few. We are, therefore, undoubtedly
justified in treating discoveries and inventions as essentially one-
man affairs" (ibid., p. 59). Invention, then, at any rate as far as its
norm is concerned, is an individual creation. It is not the product of
a group, much less of a whole race.

Is genius a racial character? Inasmuch as genius is a marked
deviation from the average in personality or ability, it cannot be
common to a group or a race. Professor F. H. Hankins says that
"A man of genius is a biological accident. He is a fortuitous, un-
likely combination" (Hankins, The Racial Basis of Civilisation,
p. 3731).

If genius is not a racial character in the sense of being common to
a whole race, is its frequency a racial character? Are there relatively
more geniuses in one race than in another? "Any discussion," says
Dr. Dixon, "of the correlations between inventions and genius
meets at the outset the almost insuperable difficulty that, unlike
opportunities and needs, genius cannot be independently measured.
... It is true that we may perhaps form a rough estimate of the fre-
quency of genius among a people, by the number of men of genius
which it has produced, and of its quality and grade, by their fields
of productivity and relative greatness. But at best such an estimate
rests to a large extent on this or that estimator's personal opinion
as to where the level of genius begins, and it obviously omits from
consideration the countless persons of actual genius who for one
reason or another never had the chance to demonstrate it" (Dixon,
The Building of Culture^ pp. 55-56).

If genius cannot be measured independently, can it be measured
by its inventions and achievement? "We cannot, then," says Pro-
fessor Dixon, "estimate the genius of a people, either its frequency
or its character or its grade, save by its products" (ibid., p. 56). But
even that is not without vitiating difficulties. "One of the many
difficulties, however, in any attempt to judge even by the products,
is that in many cases we cannot be sure whether a trait in use bya
people, or a whole group of peoples, was actually invented by them
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